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NEW YEAR’S ISSUE – RESOLUTIONS ISSUE  ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

Every January people around 
the world start the New Year with a set 
of brand new intentions in the form of 
New Year’s Resolutions. Here are some 
examples from our Habitat staff: 
exercise more; eat less doughnuts at the 
construction site; work on my writing; do 
more yoga; spend more time with 
friends; be on top of birthday cards for 
friends and family; say please and thank 
you more; and the highly motivational – 
to run a half marathon by the end of the 
year. 

As inspirational as these goals may be to 
some of us, as a homeowner, there are 
home-specific resolutions worth 
considering to get the most out of your 
homeownership this New Year.  

Bump up your mortgage payments. 
Create a budget and look for any areas 
where you can shave any dollars, like 
your daily trip to the coffeehouse, 
then repurpose the cash and put it 
towards paying down your mortgage 
faster. The more you can contribute, 
the better.  

Explore re-financing to pay off your 
home. While rates slowly crept up 

towards the end of 2017, they are still 
half of the average interest rates 
over the past 40 years (which 
averaged at 8.45%). Our Finance 
office is always available to help you 
estimate your payback amount. 

Review and renew your homeowner’s 
insurance. A lot of homeowners 
rollover their insurance year to year, 
but if you haven’t reviewed your 
policy in a while, you might be 
missing out on some money-saving 
opportunities. Insurance companies 
will often offer discounts to 
customers who hold multiple 
policies. 

Declutter, declutter, declutter. Taking 
a more minimalistic approach to life 
can have huge benefits. Clutter has 
also been shown to decrease 
creativity, productivity and focus, so 
if you want to have a happy and 
productive 2017, its time for the stuff 
to go. 

With these resolutions, you’ll get the 
most out of owning your home, in 
2018 and beyond. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
From Habitat’s Finance Department 

Starting January 1, 2018, any mortgage 
account that has three or more returned 
checks in any rolling twelve month 
period will have a personal check 
restriction enforced and will no longer be 
allowed to submit personal checks as a 
form of payment.   

This restriction will be in place no less 
than one year* from the date of the third 
returned check.  Once the homeowner’s 
account has been in good standing for 
twelve consecutive months, s/he will 
then again be allowed to submit 
personal checks.     

*year here is to mean one consecutive twelve 
month period of good standing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Resolutions…. For your Home 
From the desk of… Family Services 

From the Desk of… Pg. 1 

Tip of the Month Pg.2 

Home of the Month Pg.3 

Save the date | Around Town Pg.4 

 



TIPS & TREASURES | Issue 1  2 

 

 

THIS MONTH 
Home Dedication 

Back in 2008, when the “big crisis” 
hit us all, Lynn was a part time 
stay-at-home mom, also working 
in the family business and with 
the school district to contribute to 
the stability of her family. Little 
did she know then, how quickly 
she would go through a divorce 
and become a single mom and the 
main income provider for her and 
her little girl!  
 
She found herself having to start 
over from the basics; securing a 
home for herself and her girl, 
resorting to taking on multiple 
jobs to make ends meet, and 
pursuing additional education to 
open better income possibilities. 
But Lynn never gave up! 
 
Lynn applied for the Habitat 
Partnership Program after trying 
to qualify for a conventional 
mortgage loan. With escalating 
property values here in Bend, 
even her excellent credit rating 
could not find her an affordable 

home for her loan amount. Lynn 
and her daughter were 
accepted as a Habitat 
Partner family August 
2016. She is thankful for 
this opportunity “… to have 
the pride of ownership, 
security for my daughter, 
and peace of mind…”  
 
We are very excited to partner 
with this hardworking, “never give 
up” attitude individual, and very 
proud of the example she is 
setting for her daughter. 
Join us in welcoming Lynn to the 
Habitat Family. 

 
Be a Good Neighbor 

Control your Dog 
 

Keep your dog on 
a leash if it has a 
habit of running 
rampant on your 
neighbors' lawns, 
especially if they 

have a cat or a dog of their own, 
and make sure to clean up after it. 
If you have a particularly noisy 
dog, this may also become a 
source of contention for your 
neighbor. Put yourself in their 
shoes and imagine how upset 
you'd be if you or perhaps your 
newborn was woken from a much-
needed nap by the sudden 
yapping of a nearby dog. 
If you have problems controlling 
your dog's barking or whining, 
consider seeking advice from your 
vet or the Humane Society of 
Central Oregon at 541.382.3537.  

 
 

NEW YEAR, 
NEW YOU!  

Get Financially 
Fit!  
With Kyle Frick, 
Marketing VP 
Mid Oregon CU 

 
Are you feeling a “money 
hangover” from the recent 
holidays?  
You are not alone! 
Ready to take charge of your 
money for a financially 
healthier 2018? Learn some 
great strategies for managing 
your credit cards and debt – 
and maybe even a savings plan- 
so you’re ready to celebrate 
2018 guilt free! 
 
Thursday, January 25 at 
6pm 
Mid Oregon Credit Union 
East Bend Branch 
1386 NE Cushing Drive 
 
Call: 541.382.1795 to 
reserve your seat. 

 
 
 
 

Refreshments will be 
served.

This month we celebrate Lynn and 
her daughter’s hard work and 

determination as we hand off their 
new home key at their home 

dedication. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Train-an-Older-Dog-to-Walk-Calmly-on-a-Leash
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Habitat Home of the Month 
  

  

 

Yaneth Espinoza’s house from Larkspur Neighborhood was chosen as Habitat’s Home of the Month in 
December! Yaneth and her husband Manuel, moved in to this North West bungalow style home a little over 11 
years ago. In this house, they’ve raised their son and daughter, now young adults. 

They have lived through the transformation of this Bend community in recent years. Just in the past few 
months, two of the three Habitat homes that were built next to the Espinoza’s have moved on to be sold in the 
open real estate market. A fresh paint coat, clean minimalistic look, the addition of a window box and two 
hanging plants plus a brand new fence gate are some of the curb-appeal improvements that the Espinozas 
worked on over the fall. The Espinozas look forward to meeting their new neighbors and working together in 
driveway beautification projects to benefit their community. 

Congratulations Yaneth and Manuel! And thank you for your partnership. 
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HELP US SPREAD THE WORD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Applicants must have attended a Housing Information Session in  

July or November 2017 or, attend the next on January 24, 2018 at  

the Deschutes Public Library Downtown Bend, Brooks Room 6PM 

 
We build strength, stability and self-reliance through 

affordable homeownership
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Around town! 
 

HABITAT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS 
OPEN FEBRUARY 5-12, 2018 

Available for download at 
bendhabitat.org 

https://bendhabitat.org/homeownership/
housing-open-application-period/ 

 

            Free Class! 
open to all habitat 

homeowners 
 

 

 
February 20th 6:00 pm  

Meets at Habitat Main Office 
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